
 

 

Key Stage 3 Programme of study 2019-20 

English 
Year Autumn-term Spring-term Summer-term 

7 

Induction Unit 

 

Students will 

explore the 

writing process, 

producing a 

couple of short 

pieces of writing 

which showcase 

what they can 

do. 

How To Read a 

Novel 

Students will 

explore a range 

of reading 

strategies to 

read and 

respond to  

‘Private 

Peaceful’ by 

Michael 

Morpurgo. 

Writing 

Creatively 

Students will 

produce their 

own Gothic 

Horror story 

using ideas from 

their wider 

reading. 

Shakespeare 

Students will 

study key scenes 

from ‘The 

Tempest’, 

building up an 

interpretation of 

Caliban’s 

character, and 

responding to 

Shakespeare’s 

language. 

Writing in the 

Real World 

Students will 

develop and 

organise ideas 

for writing in 

real world 

formats, 

including formal 

letters and 

leaflets. 

Reading the 

Classics 

Students will 

read the 

opening of 

‘Great 

Expectations’ by 

Charles Dickens 

and key extracts 

which introduce 

the characters  

 

A wider reading lesson each week in which students read independently and… 

study stories on the theme of fear study non-fiction on the theme of 

communication 

study poems about animals 

8 

The Writing 

Process 

Students will 

explore how to 

write in a lively 

style to engage 

an audience, 

before 

producing their 

own lively film 

review 

How To Read a 

Novel 

Students will 

read and 

respond to an 

historical novel 

set during World 

War II, ‘The Boy 

in the Striped 

Pyjamas’  

Writing 

Creatively 

Students will 

plan, draft and 

proofread a 

story drawing 

on their reading 

of folk tales 

Shakespeare 

Students will 

study key scenes 

from ‘Macbeth’, 

building on their 

understanding 

of the play from 

Drama, and 

exploring the 

language in 

detail 

W riting in the 

Real World 

Students will 

plan and 

produce their 

own pieces of 

travel writing, 

adapting their 

writing for 

different 

audiences and 

purposes 

Reading the 

Classics 

Students will 

read several 

chapters from 

‘Animal Farm’ 

exploring the 

writer’s purpose 

and meaning 

 

A wider reading lesson each week in which students read independently and… 

study folk tales study non-fiction about travel study poems about journeys 

9 

The Writing 

Process 

Students will 

explore how to 

write a formal 

report, before 

producing their 

own piece of 

report writing 

 

How To Read a 

Novel 

Students will 

read and 

respond to a 

contemporary 

novel with a first 

person narrator, 

‘The Curious 

Incident of the 

Dog in the 

Night-time’ 

Writing 

Creatively 

Students will 

plan, draft, edit 

and proofread a 

story set before 

they were born 

Shakespeare 

Students will 

read key scenes 

exploring 

Romeo’s story in 

‘Romeo and 

Juliet’, learning 

to analyse the 

language used in 

detail 

Reading the 

Classics  

Students will 

read a novel set 

in 1930s 

America, such as 

‘To Kill A 

Mockingbird’, 

‘Of Mice and 

Men’ or ‘Roll of 

Thunder, Hear 

My Cry’ 

Writing in the 

Real World 

Students will 

develop ideas by 

Interviewing a 

partner and 

producing a 

magazine article 

about their rise 

to fame 

 A wider reading lesson each week in which students read independently and… 

 study historical fiction study autobiography  study poems on the theme of war 

 

Key: 

Each unit is assessed following our STEPs model. The course has been split into 7 ‘strands’, five for reading and 

two for writing. These strands have been highlighted above using the following colours: 

Reading – Strands 1-5 

Writing – Strands 6-7 

 



 

 
 

 

 
English and English Literature 

 

Step Strand 1 

Reading - 

Finding 

information 

Strand 2 

Reading –

Language & 

structure 

Strand 3 

Reading – 

Comparing 

texts 

Strand 4 

Reading – 

Evaluating 

with evidence 

Strand 5 

Literature – 

Linking texts 

to context 

Strand 6 

Writing –  

Content and organisation 

Strand 7 

Writing - Vocabulary, 

sentence structure, 

punctuation & spelling 

Eng Lang 

Weighting 

10% 20% 5% 15%  30% 20% 

Eng Lit 

Weighting 

 40%  40% 15%  5% 

9 

Make 

perceptive 

comments on 

texts based 

on wide 

range of 

different 

examples 

Evaluate the 

effect of the 

writer’s 

technique  

Make sustained, 

detailed 

comparisons, 

including 

comparisons of 

technique 

 

 

Develop 

perceptive 

overview of text 

based on well-

selected 

evidence 

Reflect on 

significance of 

different 

contexts to 

meaning 

Create ambitious, 

sophisticated content 

 

Shape ideas in a 

sophisticated way 

 

Writing engages reader’s 

interest 

Virtually all sentence 

structure and punctuation is 

accurate and effective 

 

Use a wide range of 

appropriate, ambitious 

vocabulary 

8 

Make 

accurate 

comments on 

texts based 

on range of 

different 

examples 

Analyse the 

impact of 

writer’s use of 

language and 

structure using 

subject 

terminology 

accurately 

Make detailed 

comparisons 

including 

comparisons of 

language 

 

 

Create 

imaginative 

insights based 

on range of 

evidence from 

across a text 

Reflect on 

significance of 

context to 

meaning of a 

text 

Develop detailed, ambitious 

ideas 

 

Shape ideas in an 

imaginative way 

 

Writing is convincing and 

adapted to audience 

Achieve particular effects 

through control and variety 

of sentence structure and 

punctuation. 

 

Use precise, ambitious 

vocabulary 

7 

Begin to 

make 

accurate 

comments on 

texts based 

on range of 

examples 

Begin to 

analyse 

writer’s use of 

language using 

subject 

terminology 

Make 

comparisons 

including some 

comparisons of 

language 

 

 

Begin to create 

imaginative 

insights based 

on a range of 

evidence from 

across a text 

Begin to reflect 

on significance 

of context 

Develop detailed ideas 

 

Begin to shape ideas 

purposefully 

 

Begin to adapt writing to 

audience 

 

Begin to achieve effects 

through control and variety 

of sentence structure and 

punctuation 

 

Begin to use more ambitious 

vocabulary 

6 

Explain using 

a range of 

evidence 

from different 

parts of a 

text 

Explain effect 

of writer’s use 

of language 

using some 

subject 

terminology 

Identify 

similarities and 

differences and 

make some 

comparisons 

 

 

Evaluate text 

supporting 

points with 

range of 

different 

examples 

Show 

understanding 

of relationship 

between 

context and 

text 

Write in detail with clarity 

and fluency 

 

Sequence ideas in a 

controlled way 

 

Show clear awareness of 

audience 

Control sentence structure 

and use a range of 

punctuation accurately 

 

Use vocabulary with some 

precision 

 



 

 
 

 

Step Strand 1 

Reading - 

Finding 

information 

Strand 2 

Reading –

Language & 

structure 

Strand 3 

Reading – 

Comparing 

texts 

Strand 4 

Reading – 

Evaluating 

with evidence 

Strand 5 

Literature – 

Linking texts 

to context 

Strand 6 

Writing –  

Content and organisation 

Strand 7 

Writing - Vocabulary, 

sentence structure, 

punctuation & spelling 

Eng Lang 

Weighting 

10% 20% 5% 15%  30% 20% 

Eng Lit 

weighting 

 40%  40% 15%  5% 

5 

Begin to 

explain using 

a range of 

evidence 

Begin to 

explain effect 

of writer’s use 

of language 

using some 

subject 

terminology 

Identify 

similarities and 

differences and 

begin to make 

some 

comparisons 

 

 

Comment 

critically on text 

supported by 

references to 

the text 

Show 

understanding 

of some 

aspects of the 

relationship 

between 

context and 

text 

Write in detail with some 

clarity and fluency 

 

Begin to sequence ideas in a 

controlled way 

 

Show awareness of audience 

Begin to control sentence 

structure and use a range of 

punctuation accurately 

 

Use a range of vocabulary 

4 

Identify some 

relevant 

detail from 

texts 

Identify some 

examples of 

different 

language 

Identify and 

describe some 

similarities and 

differences 

 

 

Develop 

personal opinion 

supported by 

references to 

text 

Show some 

understanding 

of relationship 

between 

context and 

text 

Write with some clarity and 

fluency 

 

Organise ideas into 

paragraphs 

 

Show some awareness of 

audience 

Some variety of sentence 

structure and some control of 

a range of punctuation 

 

Some range of vocabulary 

3 

Begin to 

identify some 

relevant 

details from 

texts 

Begin to 

identify some 

examples of 

language 

Identify and 

begin to 

describe some 

similarities and 

differences 

 

 

Begin to develop 

personal opinion 

supported by 

some reference 

to the text 

Comment on 

relationship 

between 

context and 

text 

Begin to write with some 

clarity and fluency 

 

Begin to organise ideas into 

paragraphs 

 

Begin to address audience 

Some variety of sentence 

structure and some use of a 

range of punctuation 

 

Begin to expand vocabulary 

2 

Identify some 

details from a 

text 

Make some 

general 

comments on 

language 

Identify some 

similarities and 

differences 

 

 

Give basic 

opinion with 

some reference 

to text 

Begin to 

comment on 

context 

Communicate some meaning 

 

Organise ideas into some 

order 

 

Attempt to address audience 

Some control of sentence 

structure and some basic 

punctuation 

 

Use basic vocabulary  

1 

Begin to 

identify some 

details from a 

text 

Begin to make 

general 

comments on 

language 

Begin to notice 

some similarities 

and differences 

 

 

Give basic 

opinion 

Some 

awareness of 

context 

 

 

Begin to communicate some 

basic meaning 

 

Some grouping of ideas 

Begin to write in sentences  

 

Begin to use basic vocabulary 

 



Year 7 – Writing 
Objectives of the unit Key Themes/ concepts Key Skills/ Assessment Criteria linked to STEPs 

• To use the writing process to develop the content 

and accuracy of your writing 

 

• To write in a range of different forms, and for 

different purposes 

 

• To experiment with different techniques to help 

develop our own individual style 

Timeline of the unit 

 

During the year you will have a go at 

lots of different types of writing, at 

least twice per term. 

 

 

Aiming for STEP TWO 

Communicate some meaning/Organise ideas into some order/ 

Attempt to address audience/ Some control of sentence structure 

& some basic punctuation/ Use basic vocabulary  

Aiming for STEP FOUR 

Write with some clarity and fluency/Organise ideas into 

paragraphs/show some awareness of audience/ Some variety of 

sentence structure & some control of a range of punctuation/ 

Some range of vocabulary 

Aiming for STEP SIX 

Write in detail with clarity and fluency/Sequence ideas in a 

controlled way/Show clear awareness of audience/Control sentence 

structure & use a range of punctuation accurately/ Use vocabulary 

with some precision 

Key Vocabulary Links with other subjects Links to careers 

Planning 

 

Drafting 

 

Editing 

 

 

Proofreading 

 

 

 

Publishing 

The stage of writing where ideas 

are forming and being organised 

The moment when you actually 

start to write 

The part of the writing process 

where you go back to re-read and 

make changes to your writing 

The part where you check for 

accuracy – if you become a 

professional then you can pay 

someone to do this for you! 

Producing the final version 

History 

Geography 

Morality and Ethics 

Philosophy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most careers will require writing skills. 

 

In many jobs you could be asked to write a report, letters or 

emails. You may need to write persuasively to attract 

customers or make your case. 

 

There are also careers which focus mainly on writing. These 

can include being a journalist or an author, but also lots of 

other jobs behind the scenes such as an editor, copywriter 

of proof=reader. 

Enrichment Opportunities/ clubs in the local area Wider reading/ video/ website links Extension Opportunities 

The North Cornwall Book Festival which runs each 

year in October includes workshops with 

professional writers. It is based at St Endellion, 

near Port Isaac. 

 

Look out too for creative writing clubs on the 

English ‘Opportunities’ board. 

Search for ‘500 words’, a competition 

run each year by the BBC. This 

includes lot of information about how 

to go about writing. 

You could try writing your own stories or poems, and enter 

these into writing competitions. 

 

You will often find details about competitions on the 

‘Opportunities’ board in the English corridor. 

 

 
 



Year 7 ‘Private Peaceful’ 
Objectives of the unit Key Themes/ concepts Key Skills/ Assessment Criteria linked to STEPs 

• To read a whole novel 

 

• To develop a range of reading strategies to go 

develop understanding of a challenging text 

 

• To respond thoughtfully to characters, themes 

and language 

Timeline of the unit 

Weeks 1 & 2    

Explore reading strategies 

 

Weeks 3 & 4    

Explore writer’s use of language 

 

Weeks 5 & 6    

Develop interpretation of characters  

 

Weeks 7 & 8    

Make connections between different parts of 

text to develop response to whole novel.  

Aiming for STEP TWO 

Identify some details from a text  

Make some general comments on language  

Give basic opinion with some reference to text 

Aiming for STEP FOUR 

Identify some relevant detail from texts  

Identify some examples of different language  

Develop personal opinion supported by references to text 

Aiming for STEP SIX 

Explain using a range of evidence from different parts of 

a text 

Explain effect of writer’s use of language using some 

subject terminology  

Evaluate text supporting points with range of different 

examples 

Key Vocabulary  Links with other subjects Links to careers 

Innocence 

Private 

Courage 

Cowardice 

Bayonet 

Disobedience 

Sergeant  

being not guilty of an offence  

lowest rank in the army 

bravery 

lack of courage 

a knife fixed to the end of a rifle 

failure to obey 

High-ranking soldier 

History 

Geography 

Morality and Ethics 

 

Most careers will require reading skills. 

 

In particular in this unit you will focus on empathy 

which is a key skill in caring professions such as 

nursing and teaching. 

 

 

Enrichment Opportunities/ clubs in the local area Wider reading/ video/ website links Extension Opportunities 

Look out for the opportunity to visit Belgium where 

this novel is set on a school trip later on in Year 9. 

 

Our ‘Imagining History’ creative writing group 

meets fortnightly after school - Wednesdays in 

Week A this term. 

 

There may also be a chance to see a theatre 

production of the novel in October. 

Search for ‘BBC Bitesize KS3 History World 

War One’ for more background info on the war. 

You could go on to read more by Michael Morpurgo 

such as ‘War Horse’, or other novels set in an 

historical setting such as ‘Carrie’s War’ by Nina 

Bawden, ‘The Machine-Gunners’ by Robert Westall, 

or ‘Ruby in the Smoke’ by Philip Pullman. 

 



Year 7 ‘The Tempest’ 
Objectives of the unit Key Themes/ concepts Key Skills/ Assessment Criteria linked to STEPs 

• To read key scenes from a play by Shakespeare 

 

• To develop a range of active reading strategies to 

develop understanding of a challenging text 

 

• To respond thoughtfully to characters, themes 

and language 

Timeline of the unit 

Weeks 1 & 2    

To use a range of active reading 

strategies  

Weeks 3 & 4    

To use empathy to develop 

interpretation of character  

Weeks 5 & 6 

To read closely to build interpretation 

of character 

Aiming for STEP TWO 

Identify some details from a text  

Make some general comments on language  

Give basic opinion with some reference to text 

Aiming for STEP FOUR 

Identify some relevant detail from texts  

Identify some examples of different language  

Develop personal opinion supported by references to text 

Aiming for STEP SIX 

Explain using a range of evidence from different parts of a text 

Explain effect of writer’s use of language using some subject 

terminology  

Evaluate text supporting points with range of different examples 

Key Vocabulary Links with other subjects Links to careers 

Tempest 

 

Exile 

 

Conspiracy 

 

Prose  

 

 

Iambic 

Pentameter 

A ferocious storm 

 

Being ordered to leave your 

country 

Planning together to do something 

wrong 

The opposite of poetry – 

Shakespeare tends to use it for 

the lower class characters 

The type of poetry Shakespeare 

uses with five beats per line 

Drama 

History 

Geography 

Morality and Ethics 

Maths - pentameter might remind you 

of… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most careers will require reading skills. 

 

In particular in this unit you will focus on empathy which is a 

key skill in caring professions such as nursing and teaching. 

 

You will also be developing your reading and interpretation of 

one of Shakespeare’s plays – a key skill in the performing 

arts. 

 

 

Enrichment Opportunities/ clubs in the local area Wider reading/ video/ website links Extension Opportunities 

We hope to be able to provide a screening of ‘The 

Tempest’ through the National Theatre. 

 

This will be a very different version of the play, 

with an all-female cast. Rather than an island, it’s 

set in a women’s prison (really!) 

The best resources on the internet for 

English Literature are usually found on 

one of two sites: Shmoop & Litcharts 

 

For Shakespeare you may also like to 

use NoFearShakespeare which will give 

you the Shakespearian words next to a 

more modern translation. 

You could go on to read more stories about islands such as 

‘The Cay’ by Theodore Taylor or ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by 

Michael Morpurgo.  

 

You could also go on to read other stories by Shakespeare – 

Leon Garfield’s version of Shakespeare’s Stories is 

fantastic. There are also more Animated Shakespeare films 

on Youtube. 
 



Year 7 ‘Great Expectations’ 
Objectives of the unit Key Themes/ concepts Key Skills/ Assessment Criteria linked to STEPs 

• To read a classic novel 

 

• To develop a range of reading strategies to 

develop understanding of a challenging text 

 

• To respond thoughtfully to characters, themes 

and language 

Timeline of the unit 

Weeks 1 & 2    

Apply range of reading strategies to 

challenging text 

Weeks 3 & 4    

Develop response to character 

Week 5  

Develop understanding of whole text  

Week 6 

Develop independent response to 

character  

Aiming for STEP TWO 

Identify some details from a text  

Make some general comments on language  

Give basic opinion with some reference to text 

Aiming for STEP FOUR 

Identify some relevant detail from texts  

Identify some examples of different language  

Develop personal opinion supported by references to text 

Aiming for STEP SIX 

Explain using a range of evidence from different parts of a text 

Explain effect of writer’s use of language using some subject 

terminology  

Evaluate text supporting points with range of different examples 

Key Vocabulary Links with other subjects Links to careers 

Orphan 

Benefactor 

Naive  

 

Patriarchal  

 

Protagonist 

Social Class  

 

Narrative 

Perspective  

a child whose parents are dead  

a sponsor 

when you are innocent and lack 

experience  

relating to a system/ society 

where men dominate  

the leading character in the novel 

a section of society based on social 

and economic background 

the point of view from which the 

story is told 

History 

Geography 

Morality and Ethics 

 

Most careers will require reading skills. 

 

In particular in this unit you will focus on empathy which is a 

key skill in caring professions such as nursing and teaching. 

 

 

Enrichment Opportunities/ clubs in the local area Wider reading/ video/ website links Extension Opportunities 

We hope to be able to provide a reading group, and 

a creative writing group in the summer term. 

 

See the Opportunities board at the start of the 

English corridor for details! 

 

The best resources on the internet for 

English Literature are usually found on 

one of two sites: Shmoop & Litcharts 

 

Litcharts works best through the 

Litcharts app which allows you to read 

all about the text you’re studying for 

free! 

You could go on to read more novels by Dickens such as ‘A 

Tale of Two Cities’, ‘Oliver Twist’, ‘Hard Times’ or ‘A 

Christmas Carol’. 

 

You could also go on to read other novels written in the 

nineteenth century such as ‘The Woman in White’ by Wilkie 

Collins, ‘Dracula’ by Bram Stoker or ‘Kidnapped’ By Robert 

louis Stevenson. 

 


