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1.0 Aims. 

The curriculum at Sir James Smith’s Community School is aimed to provide the very best possible broad and 

balanced ‘experience’ for the students living in our community.  Our curriculum is designed to support the 

school mantra of Aspiration, Ambition & Achievement, where our: 

• intent is to ensure all students acquire the knowledge and are able to sequence concepts so that they 

become successful independent citizens in our community. 

2.0 Objectives. 

The specific objectives of our curriculum are that students should be able to: 

1. grasp the essential skills of literacy and numeracy 

2. develop the social skills needed to become socially active in the community 

3. develop the academic and problem-solving skills needed to become economically active in the work 

place. 

Students will develop these skills through a variety of experiences during their time at Sir James Smith’s.  

3.0 Our Curriculum offer. 

The diagram below shows where our students will experience the curriculum whilst at Sir James Smith’s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to offer a three-year Key Stage 3 and two-year Key Stage 4. We have decided to continue with this 

model because: 

1. Students have access to a very broad and balanced curriculum variety they may not otherwise be able 

to access elsewhere. 

2. Our current staffing model would not suit the additional costs associated with an additional year at Key 

Stage 4. 

Key Stage 3: 

Since converting to the NCLT we have continued to follow the National Curriculum at Key Stage 3. The 

curriculum is structured in a way to incrementally develop the skills associated with each subject and these 

have been mapped out in the Key Stage overview for each subject. The table below shows the variety of 

subjects taught in Key Stage 3 and frequency of lessons. 
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English 7 7 7 14% 

Maths 7 7 8 15% 

Science 6 6 6 12% 

Art 2 2 2 4% 

Catering/ Textiles 2 2 2 4% 

Design Technology 2 2 2 4% 

Drama 2 2 2 4% 

French/ German 6 6 5 11% 

Geography 4 4 4 8% 

History 4 4 4 8% 

Morality & Ethics 1 1 1 2% 

Music 2 2 2 4% 

PE 4 4 4 8% 

PSHE 1 1 1 2% 

Students are taught in mixed ability classes throughout Key Stage 3 except in Maths, Science and English (Year-

8 and Year-9), where they are set by ability. In each year-group, students are taught across four classes except 

in Year-8 Maths, Catering, DT and Music where they are taught in five smaller classes. All students access the 

full range of subjects with no dis-application. 

Key Stage 4: 

The table below shows the variety of subjects taught in Key Stage 4, the frequency of lessons and the number 

of level-2 qualifications available. 

 
Subject 

Number of 1-hour 
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English 7 2 7% 

Maths 7 1 7% 

Science 9 2 9% 

PSHE 1 0 1% 

Morality & Ethics 2 1 2% 

Games 4 0 4% 
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Art 5 1 5% 

Catering 5 1 5% 

Design Technology 5 1 5% 

Drama 5 1 5% 

French 5 1 5% 

Geography 5 1 5% 

German 5 1 5% 

Graphics 5 1 5% 

History 5 1 5% 

Music (BTEC) 5 1 5% 

Music (GCSE) 5 1 5% 

PE 5 1 5% 

Textiles 5 1 5% 

Triple Sciences 5 1 5% 

 

Students in Year-10 and Year-11 follow a core curriculum alongside four additional options. The option blocks 

are based upon a survey of students when they are in Year-9 to ensure optimal suitability. Students are 

strongly advised to follow an EBacc pathway and this is encouraged through the setting of the option blocks. 

Students are taught in ability groups throughout the core curriculum to ensure maximum support; these are 



taught across four classes. Option subjects are taught in mixed ability groups and vary from single classes up to 

three, depending on the number of students that have opted to study the subject. 

A ‘Rich Curriculum’ group is attached the Common Core block so that a student might be removed from the 

Common Core subjects to receive additional literacy or numeracy support and intervention without taking 

them out of Ebacc or Option choice subjects. 

A small number of students are invited to follow an ‘alternative pathway’ if this is considered appropriate by 

the Year Director and SENDCO. Students will continue to study at least two options alongside time spent 

preparing for _________.  

4.0 Our Curriculum vision. 

With the anticipated increase in pupil numbers over the next 3-5 years we anticipate moving towards a five-

form entry. The table below gives the latest predicted figures for 2019-2024.  

 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 

Year-7 

population 

     

Key Stage 3 

population 

     

The Education Endowment Foundation has commissioned research into the impact of reducing class size and 

has found “evidence that pupils in disadvantaged areas in the UK benefit from classes of fewer than 20 pupils”. 

Where this is the case student’s progress by an additional 3 months each academic year. Although having class 

sizes of 20 would not be financially possible across the whole school, it should be our aim for those core 

curriculum areas where students are taught by ability. 

Over the next 3-5 years we would like to re-introduce ICT and Computing back into the curriculum. Phasing the 

subject in from Key Stage 3 would allow students to grasp the concepts successfully so that they are able to 

gain appropriate qualification at the end of their studies.  

The current provision of textiles, catering, graphics, design technology and two music qualifications is 

stretching the staff and students beyond what we would like. Over the next 1-2 years we would like to phased-

out textiles, one of design technology or graphics and one of the music qualifications. This would allow these 

teachers to focus on the single subject taught but would also allow for more classes/ smaller groups in Key 

Stage 3. 

5.0 Evaluating the Curriculum. 

The curriculum is constantly being reviewed.  

• Subject Leaders report on the progress of students three times each year and inform leaders of 

developments towards their Subject Improvement Plans (SIMPs). Subject Leaders meet with the AHT 

(Curriculum) to review the curriculum offer to ensure the very best provision for each subject area. 

• Senior Leaders use Key Stage 4 outcomes, financial planning, pupil projections and latest educational 

advice to best plan the curriculum for the current and future needs. 

• Leaders report on the effectiveness of curriculum areas to governors. 

If you would like this in a different format please contact the school 
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